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Man donates 100-year-old journal
about the building of Bloomington
bridge

BLOOMINGTON -- A little more than 100 years ago, Henry Berenz Sr. cashed a $300 check for

300 silver dollars, which he promptly poured into his son's boot.

The money was the first payment from the city of Bloomington to Berenz and Sons Construction for

its work on what would become the Miller Park Bridge, now a walking bridge but once a prime

pathway for leisurely horse-drawn carriage rides across Miller Park Lake.

"I guess Dad wanted me to find out what that many dollars felt like, and how heavy they were,"

wrote Henry Berenz Jr. in a journal his grandson, Hank Berenz, presented on Monday to the city of

Bloomington and the McLean County Museum of History.

The Nov. 28 presentation took place exactly 100 years after Henry Berenz Jr. wrote his last journal

entry about the bridge, which was built under a $1,200 contract.

"It's very important that (the journal) stays here in McLean County," said Hank Berenz, who now

lives west of Chicago in Sycamore, where he too works in construction. "There's a lot of history.

I've got movies and old pictures and records and receipts and all kinds of business and family

items that are tied to Bloomington and McLean County area. This stuff has to be brought back."
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A group of city officials accompany Henry Berenz III over the Miller Park Bridge before Berenz

presented the city with archival material of the bridge's construction, Monday, November 28,

2011. (The Pantagraph, David Proeber)
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http://www.pantagraph.com/
http://www.pantagraph.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By%20Rachel%20Wells%20%7C%0Arwells%40pantagraph.com
http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/man-donates--year-old-journal-about-the-building-of/article_97a3fa9e-1a3d-11e1-931f-001cc4c03286.html#comments
http://www.pantagraph.com/
http://www.pantagraph.com/news/
http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBLvabmfHZUp2JLofYwQGbkYCwB52Go-wEAAAAEAEgndzbHTgAWKXC0sl2YMme-4fwo5AVsgESd3d3LnBhbnRhZ3JhcGguY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEJ2gGKAWh0dHA6Ly93d3cucGFudGFncmFwaC5jb20vbmV3cy9sb2NhbC9tYW4tZG9uYXRlcy0teWVhci1vbGQtam91cm5hbC1hYm91dC10aGUtYnVpbGRpbmctb2YvYXJ0aWNsZV85N2EzZmE5ZS0xYTNkLTExZTEtOTMxZi0wMDFjYzRjMDMyODYuaHRtbMACAuACAOoCHy84NDM4L3BhbnRhZ3JhcGguY29tL25ld3MvbG9jYWz4AoHSHoADAZAD6AKYA-gCqAMB4AQBoAYf%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_1RUKeeSWCwrRAGjR5EMk90dTge_g%2526client%253Dca-pub-0816562023035744%2526adurl%253Dhttp://www.pantagraph.com/places/proud-of-illinois-marketplace/business_1133869546.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CkU5ImfHZUoKUMfDHwQHT8IDwDf-wjIAE54zwpn3vy7C1xwEQASCN4MshUOawlcYDYMme-4fwo5AVoAG92qr9A8gBAuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBPoBT9BE6Drp6VI-ZkyEE8qx4IZkGrei9WZHO4vvtR5B733rlfiqfyLC4Wo3FBELhk-O6UOWC4s-HgeJxh5q_h7R9KLyW8U-LY864COt5PsCSpfkfdZ2lNveNkHZFSEJr58DhR8yJ3FmEQpzZUv4DlTCZuPtKIJKOEW7HxAgYBRlk_R0HxPGKgn7C8REbcWkAYYJYsVN4xL9xEKEeBLFX9hKgr5Fns8wJTbfnKQQXYxvyV-OH9vQq7_9-O4KqUiANyYkYBj0bB30WakLrNNdvPbyzYJYOZBm9rCt8jNJee-NLSEUa_wsTE2dPBCPzU1F4EbtJ0QuIK1YoXKMtOAEAYgGAaAGAoAHq6XVAg&num=1&cid=5GhljniXwc3AwvIJ821D_Do9&sig=AOD64_1qz6kiwjF7FolPaOvW4m0mNpyMiw&client=ca-pub-7438990234141898&adurl=http://www.big-georges.com/jenn-air-downdraft-ranges.aspx&nm=1
http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/lincoln-college-continues-tuition-freeze/article_94303d90-7f09-11e3-9f4c-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.pantagraph.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/amazing-opportunity-offered-for-people-to-get-healthy/article_859f1260-7f04-11e3-9f03-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/city-neglected-evergreen-lake-bridge-needs-repairs/article_8357672a-7e67-11e3-b1b6-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.pantagraph.com/business/local/airtran-loss-fare-hikes-contribute-to-passenger-drop-at-cira/article_993e27e4-7e36-11e3-a5e0-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/teen-found-man-arrested-in-fla/article_bb8d0126-7df0-11e3-bb4c-0019bb2963f4.html
http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/pantagraph.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/d/12/d12e6f52-1a3c-11e1-8e71-001cc4c03286/4ed455c1f120e.preview-300.jpg
http://pantagraph.mycapture.com/mycapture/remoteimage.asp?backtext=Return%20to%20photo&backurl=&thumbpath=http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/pantagraph.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/d/12/d12e6f52-1a3c-11e1-8e71-001cc4c03286/4ed455bebfa8e.image.jpg&previewpath=http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/pantagraph.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/editorial/d/12/d12e6f52-1a3c-11e1-8e71-001cc4c03286/4ed455bebfa8e.image.jpg&pricingsheetid=2759&notes=4ed455c1426c8.hires.jpg


1/17/2014 Man donates 100-year-old journal about the building of Bloomington bridge

http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/man-donates--year-old-journal-about-the-building-of/article_97a3fa9e-1a3d-11e1-931f-001cc4c03286.html 2/3

History
museum will be
open Monday

Unit 5 prepares
to review
superintendent
candidates

Area Calendar
1/18/14

Popcorn among

targets of federal

school snack limits

Recommendations

George Zimmerman’s estranged wife injured in

Sponsored Links

Hank Berenz on Monday also donated several photographs related to construction projects in

Miller Park and said he plans to donate more original documents as he sorts through several more

boxes of family history.

He said Berenz and Sons Construction also worked on Miller Park's Summit Street bridge, war

memorial and pavilion and the footbridge in nearby Forrest Park.

"These are beloved spots and they're spots that evoke memories and are associated with

moments of leisure for people. I imagine people proposed on that bridge, don't you think?" said

Greg Koos, executive director of the McLean County Museum of History.

Koos said the sides of the bridge appear to be made out of local stones, and it is a great example

of the English Arts and Crafts aesthetic in vogue at the time.

In preparing to build the bridge, Henry Berenz Jr. convinced his father to purchase a concrete

mixer so he wouldn't have to mix the concrete by hand, but the new machine - used to build the

bridge's arches - caused a few frustrations. "At one time Dad got angry and said to dump the ...

mixer in the lake and use the mixing boards. We talked him out of it, and finally finished the arch,"

the younger Berenz wrote.

The journal also explains that the city's Great Fire of 1900 is what brought the Berenz family back

to Bloomington, where Henry Berenz Sr. made his home in the 1880s after emigrating from

Germany until he left for Minnesota in the 1890s.

"There would be plenty of work in Bloomington. Jobs were scarce and the town would have to be

rebuilt," Henry Berenz Jr. wrote.

Koos said the donation is a "tremendous" addition to McLean County records that will "help us

understand important episodes of Bloomington construction history."
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